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Congratulations on 101st birth 
anniversary of Nanak Chand Rattu

Prem Kumar Chumber
Editor-in-Chief Ambedkar Times  

Though Babasaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar did not born in
Punjab, but in his mission, he got more support from
the people of this state than any other state including
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh (Mhow, his birth
place). The names of Sohan Lal Shastri, Bimal Prasad,
Kartar Singh and Nanak Chand Rattu are the prominent
among his followers from Punjab, who remained with
him until his last breath. Among them Nanak Chand
Rattu was the most prominent. Born on February 6th,

1922, in village Sakruli of Hoshiarpur District of Punjab,
Nanak Chand Rattu is best known as the most closely
associated and loyal lifetimePrivate Secretary to
Babasaheb Dr.Ambedkar who served him dedicatedly
for over 17 years. He was with him till late night on a
day before and was the first one after Dr. Savita
Ambedkar (2ndwife of Babasaheb) to notice his 
Mahaprinirvanon December 6th, 1956. 

Nanak Chand Rattu came into the contact of
Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar after a year of his arrival in
Delhi and remained in his service, first in person during
his life,and after his Mahaprinirvan, in the form of 
writing his reminiscences and remembrances about
him. Once he came into his Babasaheb’s contact, he
never missed a single day, including Sundays and 
official holidays, in his service before and after the 
government service duty hours. After the mortal journey
of the messiah of downtrodden and the Chief architect
of the Constitution of Independent India, Nanak Chand
Rattu wrote a large number of books about the life and
teachings of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. Some of the most
widely read among them are: Last Few Years of Dr.
Ambedkar; Little Known Facets of Dr. Ambedkar; Dr.
Ambedkar: Important Messages, Sayings, Wit and 
Wisdom; Reminiscences and Remembrances of Dr. B.
R. Ambedkar; Pioneers of Ambedkar Buddhist 
Movement in United Kingdom. 

For his untiring service to the mission of
Babasaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Nanak Chand Rattu was
awarded Bheem Medal, Bheem Rattan Award, Ambed-
kar Centenary Award, Anand Award, Ambedkar Rattan
Centenary Award, Vishvrattan Dr.Ambedkar Bhushan
Award and Letters of Appreciation by various national
an international bodies within home and abroad. He also
had embraced Buddhism with Baba Sahib. He was one
of the few who accompanied the mortal remains of
Babasaheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to Mumbai. His writings
about the life and teachings of Babasaheb are a rich
treasure for those who do research on Babasaheb and
his mission of the annihilation of caste. His writings 
provided vivid description of events related with Dr.
Ambedkar’s life and mission. Ambedkar Times and
Desh Doaba Weeklies remember him reverently on his
101st birth anniversary and pay him floral tribute.

NANAK CHAND RATTU
A TRUE AND TRUSTWORTHY SOLDIER OF DR. B.R AMBEDKAR

n the historic occasion of 101st Birth Anniver-
sary of late Mr. Nanak Chand Rattu, Private

Secretary of Bharat Rattan Babasaheb, Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar from 1941 to 1956, I am driven by an
internal urge to share some of my personal 
reminiscences of Mr. Nanak Chand Rattu which
made him reckon as an iconic name associated
with the life-long vision of Dr. B. R Ambedkar.

As regards his personal life Mr. Nanak
Chand Rattu was born on February 6, 1922, in 
village Sakruli, in Hoshiarpur District of Punjab and
after completing his High School education in 1938
he moved to Delhi in November 1939 in search of
a job. After strenuous efforts and difficult times he
got a job in Government of India in 1941. While in
service he worked his way up and passed his B.A
degree Examination. He had to abandon his studies
for M.A in the middle in order to serve Dr. 
Ambedkar. 

Because of his hard work, loyalty and 
personal sacrifices in
the service of his 
mentor, Mr. Rattu was
able to win a unique
level of trust, 
confidence and respect
from Babasaheb, which
he cherished and upheld
as a holy relic through-
out the rest of his life
after Babasaheb’s
Prinirvana on December,
6th, 1956.

My personal 
remembrances of Mr.
Nanak Chand Rattu go
back to the year 1955-
1956 when I moved
from Punjab to Delhi in
search of a job and
came in close contact
with him in Dev Nagar,
Karol Bagh, New Delhi
where he was living
with his family in a 
Government allotted
accommodation. I even
stayed at Mr. Rattu's
home for some time in
1955 before I could set-
tle down in a job. 

Mr. Rattu being quite senior to most of us
in age and social status was highly respected
among the community. At that time he was fully
devoted in his task as private secretary to 
Babasaheb who was residing at 26, Alipur 
Road, Delhi.

Almost every day Mr. Nanak Chand used to
go on his Bike to Alipur Road and usually come
back to his home in Karol Bagh late at night to get
ready in the morning to go to his office in Central
Secretariat area in New Delhi. Sometimes he had
to stay overnight with Babasaheb depending on the
volume of work he had to handle single handedly.
It was a great personal sacrifice on the part of Mr.
Rattu which was adversely impacting on his health
as well as his professional career. But in spite of all
this there was no lapse in his dedication towards
Babasaheb. Like a shadow he remained in his sa-

cred company till his last
breath and was to Dr.
Ambedkar what Ananda
was to Lord Buddha.

During the
course of my association
with Mr. Rattu, I learnt a
lot about the life-long
struggle, sacrifices and
accomplishments of
Babasaheb for equality
and emancipation of the
suppressed sections 
of society. 

In 1956 Baba
saheb was not keeping a
stable health because of
the heavy work load and
mounting pressure on his mind to complete what
he had undertaken to do.  It was not possible to

see him in person 
except through Mr.
Rattu who had direct
access to Babasaheb
without any interfer-
ence even from his
wife. So it was Mr.
Rattu gave me an 
opportunity to see
Babasaheb in person
many times at his 
residence on Alipur
Road which was hardly
a hundred yards away
from my office in Old
Secretariat area.

On the fateful day
of December 6th, 1956
while, as usual, I was
going to my office on
my bike when the heart
breaking news of
Babasaheb's mysteri-
ous death in his sleep
was unleashed on All
India Radio. It was a
nerve wrecking news
spreading like a wild
fire all over the Globe.
Skipping my day from

work I went straight to 26, Alipur Road which was
just at a stone's throw from my office. Only a 
handful of persons including Mr. Nanak Chand
Rattu, Mr. Sohan Lal Shastri and Mr. M.R Bhardwaj,
close confidants of Babasaheb, were there ahead
of me. Since Babasaheb's dead body was still in
his bed- room on the ground floor I joined Mr. Rattu
and four other persons present there to co-ordinate
and help physically in moving the body to the 
spacious Drawing Room close by to facilitate the
viewing by a stream of mourners rolling in from 
different parts of the adjoining states. I was an eye
witness to a crowd of people crying and screaming
and pressing for post-mortem and unbiased 
investigation in the mystery of Babasaheb's sudden
passing away. Many people were loudly blaming
Babasaheb's wife for her role in the mysterious
death. It was only Mr. Nanak Chand Rattu who 

(Contd. on next page)
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NANAK CHAND RATTU
(Continue from page 1))

was profusely crying but was 
persuaded by Mr. Sohan Lal Shastri
to appease the surging rage of the
uncontrollable crowd.

Prime Minister Pt. Jawahar
Lal Nehru also visited Babasaheb's
residence to pay his tributes and en-
quired from Mr. Rattu, Sohan Lal
Shastri and Mrs. Savita Ambedkar
about the circumstances of the
death. I was a young man of almost
21 years of age at the time and am
also visible in the picture now getting
viral on the internet, standing in the
crowd next to Pt. Nehru, Mr. Nanak
Chand Rattu and Sohan Lal Shastri
near Babasaheb's dead body. The en-
tire cabinet of the Prime Minister also
visited the residence to offer their
condolences.

In an attempt to avoid the
surging wrath of the crowds of fol-
lowers of Babasaheb, Mrs. Savita
Ambedkar insisted to transport the
dead body to Sarnath (Place of Bud-
dhist shrines) but was vehemently
opposed by Nanak Chand Rattu and
other close supporters because more
than five lakhs of Babasaheb's fol-
lowers were waiting in Bombay to
participate in the funeral procession.
As stated by Mr. Rattu and Sohan Lal
Shastri no financial help was avail-

able from Government of India in-
cluding the Prime Minister to air-lift
the mortal remains of Babasaheb to
Bombay for final ceremonies and cre-
mation. Even Mrs. Savita Ambedkar
declined to help. It was only Mr.
Nanak Chand Rattu who offered to
shoulder this big and moral responsi-
bility and managed to collect some
money at the spur of the moment
from some close and staunch follow-
ers of Babasaheb to pay for trans-
porting the body to Bombay by a
chartered plane. Since the collection
fell short of the required payment,
Babu Jagjivan Ram, the then Com-
munication Minister came to rescue
and authorized the chartered flight
leaving the balance to be settled
later. 3 -mile long procession was
taken out from 26 Alipur Road to
Safdarjung airport for flying the mor-
tal remains of Babasaheb to Bombay
for cremation. Mr. Nanak Chand
Rattu, Mr. Sohan Lal Shastri, Mr. M.R
Bhardwaj, Mr. Shankranand Shastri,
Mr. Puran Chand Madhar and Mrs.
Savita Ambedkar accompanied the
body to Bombay.

AWARDS:-In recognition of
his laudable and unique services to
glorify the contributions of Dr.
Ambedkar, many eminent writers and
research scholars who wrote the bi-

ography of Dr. Ambedkar, highly ap-
preciated and gratefully acknowl-
edged Mr. Nanak Chand Rattu for
providing the information and readily
available material about the glorious
history of Babasaheb's battle in the
liberation of the voiceless people.

Mr. Rattu was also the recip-
ient of Bheem Medal, Bheem Rattan
Award, Ambedkar centenary Award,
Vishvrattan Dr. Ambedkar Bhushan
Award and many letters of apprecia-
tion from Dr. Ambedkar organizations
in India.

With restless endeavors of
Mr. Rattu, Ambedkar Museum, set
up by him in Nagpur has become a
historical monument and a famous
Buddhist pilgrimage center. 

Retired as Under Secretary
from Government of India on Febru-
ary 29, 1980 Mr. Rattu continued to
remain actively involved and associ-
ated with the spread of Dhamma and
the noble mission of Babasaheb till
his last breath. Though I am perma-
nently settled with my family in USA,
I always met Mr. Rattu in Delhi while
visiting India.

CONCLUSION: - Much more
can be said about Mr. Nanak Chand
Rattu's selfless services especially
during the last few years of Babasa-
heb's life at the cost of his personal

sacrifices, but I must not refrain from
saying that even after Babasaheb's
departure Mr. Rattu personally visited
all the places connected with the
mission of Babasaheb and left no
stone unturned in keeping the flame
alive and the caravan moving in the
direction, his master wanted.

Mr. Nanak Chand Rattu's
name will remain with its glow and
luster in the galaxy of unrelenting ef-
forts of Babasaheb's vision for break-
ing the shackles of social barriers. He
will remain as an inspiration for fu-
ture generations.

I also appreciate the services
of Mr. Prem Kumar Chumber, Chief
Editor, Desh Doaba and Ambedkar
Times, the two weekly Newspapers,
who always inspires and encourages
me to write occasionally on historical
as well as day- to- day issues of 
public interest for publication in the
esteemed columns of his 
Newspapers. 

Let me again express my
hearty congratulations for celebrating
the 101st Birth Anniversary of Mr.
Nanak Chand Rattu on February 6th,
2023 who guarded as a true soldier
in carrying out the mission of
Babasaheb for social emancipation.

Jai Bhim 

Nanak Chand Rattu- An Unsung Warrior of the community
ebruary 6 is the 101st birth an-
niversary of an unsung warrior

of the community, Nanak Chand
Rattu (February 6, 1922- September
15, 2002), a dedicated and close

Aide of Babasaheb  B. R. Ambedkar.
Rattu Sahib was born in a remote vil-
lage Sakruli of Hoshiarpur District of
Punjab. After Matriculation, he went
to Delhi in search of a job in 1938.
Initially, to sustain himself, he did
whatever came his way and suc-
ceeded in getting a job in the central
government in 1941. Rattu, a labori-
ous young man, did his B.A. in part-
time and joined higher studies of
M.A. In the process, as a son of the
soil and an awakened person, he

came into contact of Babasaheb
Ambedkar. Leader of the oppressed
and suppressed segments f the soci-
ety, and offered his services with
total dedication and devotion in 1941

as an all-purpose Aide not only in
secretarial assistance but also in the
day to day personal and household
chorus at the residence of Babasa-
heb. Rattu Sahib soon won the trust
of his benevolent boss with sheer
dedication. 

He will reach the residence of
Babasaheb early in the morning on
his bi-cycle before going to his own
office and again in the evening after
office and will remain at the disposal
of Babasaheb till late in the evening.

Recently, I learnt from a TV interview
of Shashi Sidharath, Rattu Sahib‘s
daughter-in-law (wife of his son Sid-
harath) that her mother-in-law that is
the wife of Rattu Sahib was such a
nice and homely lady that every
evening on her husband’s late return
from Babasaheb’s residence, she
used give him fresh and hot food and
fully supported her husband without
any murmur. I vow my head in Naman
to her also on this important day. 

Nanak Chand Rattu remained
with Babasaheb for almost 17 years
till his Parinirvan on December 6,
1956. Rattu Sahib was almost a part
of the family and he was the first per-
son who was called to Babasaheb’s
bed side by Mai Saheb Savita Ambed-
kar, wife of the icon, on the fateful
morning of December 6, 1956. I was
told that Rattu Sahib himself in-
formed the high-ups in the govern-
ment about the sad demise of
Babaaheb including the residence of
PM Jawaharlal Nehru. Mai Saheb
even took along Rattu Sahib to Bom-
bay (Mumbai) for the last journey and
rites of the departed leader. Physical
connect between Babasaheb Ambed-
kar and Nanak Chand Rattu ended
but spiritual and emotional bonds be-
tween the two remained till Rattu
Sahib passed away in September,
2002 in Delhi.

Earlier Rattu Sahib retired
from his government job as Under
Secretary in February 1980, a digni-
fied position in the bureaucratic hier-
archy n the corridors of power. Nanak
Chand Rattu was a reservoir of infor-

mation and
knowledge
a b o u t
Babasaheb
with first
hand touch
and experi-
e n c e .
Some of
the details
are duly
registered
in his 5
b o o k s
which he
w r o t e
a b o u t
Babasaeb Ambedkar and his mission.
Two of these immensely informative
and educative books, Reminiscences
and Remembrances of Dr. Ambedkar
and Last Few Years of Dr. Ambedkar,
were reviewed by me and are avail-
able on the links given below. 
ttps://diplomatictitbits.blogspot.com/
search?q=nanak+chand+rattu
https://diplomatictitbits.blogspot.com
/2014/12/last-few-years-of-dr.html

Some of the personal belongings of
Ambedkar Saheb which were avail-
able with Rattu Sahib were thought-
fully donated by him to various
museums and memorials of the
leader for the benefit of the he gen-
erations to come.

Naman to Nanak Chand
Rattu, an unsung g warrior of the
community, was a man of sterling
worth by all standards on his 101st
birth anniversary, February 6, 2023.

Ramesh Chander
Ambassador - I.F.S. (Retired)
91-99885-10940
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Train to Banaras - Begumpura Express
r a i n
t o

Pakistan of
Khuswant
Singh is a
f a m o u s
nar ra t ion
on the par-
tition of
India. Of
late, yet
a n o t h e r

train – Train to Banaras – Begumpura
Express from Jalandhar to Varanasi,
steals the headlines in the vernacular
media of North India every year suc-
cessively in the month of
January/February as a curtain raiser
to the celebrations of the Gurpurab of
Guru Ravidass, a social revolutionary
of medieval times. I thought of shar-
ing some bits and pieces of this an-
nual event which has become a great
motivator and prompter of the follow-
ers of the great Guru not only in India
but beyond to seek and appropriate
their social empowerment.

The train was started by
Sachkhand Dera Ballan of Jalandhar,
the great dera of the Doaba region of
Punjab, under the stewardship of the
then head of the Dera Sant Garib
Dass more than two decades ago. It
was widely welcomed and caught the
imagination of the followers of Guru
Ravidass who tended to go to
Varanas to pay obeisance at the Seer
Goverdhanpur Holy Site, the birth
place of Guru Ravidass at Kanshi on
the Aagman Diwas (birthday) of the
great Guru.  The site was searched,
explored and identified by Baba Banta

Singh Ghera of Ad-dharam Mission
and his associates including the great
Sants of Dera Sachkhand Ballan
namely; Sant Sarwn Dass, Sant Hari
Dass, Sant Garib Dass and their suc-
cessors; Sant Niranjan Dass, the cur-
rent Gadinasheen (Head) of the Dera
and Shaheed Sant Ramanand who
was assassinated in 2009 at Vienna
(Austria) by some fundamentalist
Sikhs among others. The site was for-
mally taken over by a Trust created by
Dera Sachkhand Ballan for building a
befitting memorial of Guru Ravidass.
The plot of land at the premises
which was registered in the name of
a couple prominent residents of
Bootan Mandi, a nerve centre of dalit
consciousness in Jalandhar,  some
times in 1968-69 with the funds col-
lected from the leather traders of the
area spearheaded by Guru Ravidass
Youth Club of which I happened to be
the then General Secretary as a
young student before I migrated Delhi
in the pursuit of career to earn my
bread and butter, was duly trans-
ferred to the Trust with the efforts of
Manohar Lal Mahey, the then Secre-
tary of the Trust and the then Mayor
of Jalandhar, Surinder Mahey, both
my fellow BootanMandians. The
revered Sants of the Dera and the
Trust, under the directions of Sant Ra-
manand, a visionary Sant, involved
the bigwigs including President K.R.
Narayanan, Babu Kanshi Ram, Behn
Mayawati among others and also the
well to do followers of Guru Ravidass
abroad namely, Swaran Banger, Hans
Raj Banga, both of the UK, among
others and did his every best to make

the site at Sere
Goverdhanpur a
site of excellence
as a tribute to
Guru Ravidass.
As a natural
corollary to all
this the Be-
gumpura Ex-
press, the
famous train has
become an im-
portant event in
the calendar of
Dera Sachkhand
Ballan and the
teeming millions. I understand more
such trains have been added from
other cities of Punjab to cater to
growing demand of the ardent follow-
ers of the Guru. It is a matter of grat-
ification to note that the trains are
booked on payment on first come-
first served basis on payment. The
sundry expenses on the train arrange-
ments are borne by the Dera and vol-
untary donations. Thoughtfully, the
Gadinasheen Sant of the Dera leads
the Faithfulls in the train every suc-
cessive year. The train stops at all big
stations on the way where the follow-
ers of the Guru flock to the station to
welcome the elegantly decked up
train with cooked langars (food) and
other eatables amidst Kirtan of Gur-
vani (recital and singing of hymns).
The Train – Begumpura Express has,
thus, become a much acclaimed and
saught after event in the celebration
of the Guru Ravidass Jyanti. It was
gratifying to note that this year the
Begumpura Express was flagged off

by the Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann
with all solemnity and reverence. With
these activities, Seer Govardhanpur in
Kashi has become a holy place of pil-
grimage for millions of devotees. All
political dispensations, both the ruling
and opposition, fall on each other to
show up on the Gurpurab and meet
the Sant Maharaj of Dera Schkhand
Balan with a view to woo the dalit
vote banks. Let it be but, to my mind,
the Dera has yet to optimized the sit-
uation skillfully to make the ruling dis-
pensations to do more to empower
the weaker sections of the society
and get their due share in the corri-
dors of power. The initiatives like the
Train to Banaras tended to generate
much needed awareness and made
the society stand up for their rights.
We need to think of and take such
more initiatives for the great good of
the community. The Begumpura Ex-
press is a blessing of Guru Ravidass
as Kaler Kanth said in the folk lore:
ਕਾਂਸ਼ੀ ਨੂੰ ਗੱਡੀ ਜਾਣੀ ਆਂ; ਕੋਈ ਜਾਉ ਨਸੀਬਾਂ ਵਾਲਾ।

8191 Timberlake Way, Suite # 400, Sacramento, CA 95823
Phone: 916-688-8888 Fax: 916-688-8837

Clinic Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM, Saturday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM & Sunday closed

DR. TAKHAR’S FAMILY MEDICINE & URGENT CARE CLINIC
URGENT CARE CLINIC

We speak your language: Panjabi, Hindi, Urdu, Farsi, Arabic and SpanishDr. Paramjit S Takhar, MD Goodie Takhar, PhD

Ramesh Chander
Ambassador - I.F.S. (Retired)
91-99885-10940

T

Mr. Ajaypal Singh Bath, a successful businessman in hotel industry in the United States of America and Mr. P. R. Bhatti from California met with honorable Chief
Minister of Himachal Pradesh, Shri Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu at Himachal Sadan in New Delhi on February 8th. 2023. The CM and the government officials were pleased
to discuss various tourism prospects in the state with the NRI delegation. The Chief Minister assured his full cooperation for any project that the NRI might be interested
to invest in the state and directed Shri Bharat Khera IAS, his principal secretary to fully cooperate and provide all necessary assistance to the NRI community. The CM
added that his Government will open all the doors for NRIs to invest in the projects of their choice in the field of tourism in the state of Himachal Pradesh. He also stated
that he would like to make district Kangra the capital of tourism. The Advocate General, Mr. Anup Kumar Rattan was also present on this occasion.



www.deshdoaba.comwww.ambedkartimes.com 4V0l-14 Issue- 48 February  8, 2023

SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS
STRIVE FOR MORE

NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES.

ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.

DOT OUT OF SERVICES??

AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER.

WE HAVE COMPLETE SOLUTIONS 

FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com
PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

121 E  11th St. Tracy, CA 95376
Give us a chance to provide you best services

SPECIAL DOT COMPLIANCE

FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND

RECORD KEEPING.

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates,
PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR,

Canada Permit, CORPORA-
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, PTI,

Trailer plates.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

trwkF vfilaF vIrF dy leI
skfeI trFsport sfilAUÈn

dIaF ivÈyÈ syvfvF SPECIAL BIT INSPECTION AND DOT AUDIT COMPLIANCE:

WE PROVIDE 
ALL  TRUCKING 

RELATED 
PERMITS AND 
SERVICES

Turkey’s devastating earthquake comes
at a critical time for the country’s future

REMEMBERING LATA MANGESHKAR
Ankara- Life for millions across Turkey and Syria
changed forever on Monday, as two consecutive
earthquakes sent shockwaves across hundreds
of miles. Nine hours apart and with magnitudes
of 7.8 and 7.5 on the Richter scale, the quakes
rocked Turkey and Syria and were the region’s
strongest in nearly a century.

At the time of writing, the death toll from
the quakes is more than 17,000, with many still
missing and
critically in-
jured. The
World Health
Organ izat ion
put the number
of people af-
fected by the
disaster at 23
million. At least
5,000 buildings
collapsed, many with residents still inside them.
Rescue efforts continue to be the top priority,
with some 25,000 deployed in Turkey and thou-
sands more sent in from overseas — but a bitter
winter storm now threatens the lives of the sur-
vivors and of those still trapped under rubble.
Syria, ravaged by 12 years of war and terrorism,
is the least prepared to deal with such a crisis.
Its infrastructure is heavily depleted, and the
country remains under Western sanctions. Thou-
sands of those in the affected areas are already
refugees or internally displaced people. With the
dust of the catastrophe still settling, regional an-
alysts are zoning in on the longer-term rippling
effect that the catastrophe could have on Turkey,
a country whose 85 million-strong population
was already mired in economic problems and
whose military, economy, and politics have a
major impact far beyond its borders.

It has been a year since Lata Mangeshkar, the
queen of melody and Nightingale of India, left this
world on February 6th, 2022 at the age of 92
years. Her innumerable fans and lovers of music
miss her dearly. She raised the honor of India
worldwide with her melodious
voice which is an embodiment
of divinity. She has left behind
an immeasurable treasure of
her soul searching songs
which have immortalized her.

Lata Ji was born on
September 28th, 1929 in In-
dore Madhya Pradesh in a fam-
ily of musicians. She inherited
her musical talents from her fa-
ther, Pandit Dina Nath
Mangeshkar who was an ac-
complished vocalist and a the-
atrical artist in his time. At a
very tender and young age of
only 13 years, Lata Ji unfortu-
nately lost her father and she,
being the eldest child in the
family, had to carry the entire fi-
nancial responsibility to raise a large family left be-
hind. This also kept her away from her school
education.

Lata Mangeshkar, being the most well-
known doyen in the field of singing, dominated the
Bollywood Film Industry for more than seven
decades with her God-gifted and golden voice. She
has lent her melodious voice in singing to the most
glamorous and top heroines of Indian film Industry. 

During her long singing career she sang
more than twenty five thousand solo songs in 36
languages for about 1000 movies and became an
iconic figure in the field of music and singing.

Her voice had the tenacity and the power

of impacting the emotions of her listeners. 
One of the most famous and patriotic

songs "AE MERE WATAN KE LOGO" sung by her
on 26th of January, 1963 in the National Stadium,
New Delhi to honor the valourand martyrdom of In-

dian soldiers who sacrificed
their lives in Indo-China War of
1962, brought tears to the
eyes of Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru, the then Prime Minister 
of India. 

AWARDS:- A recipient of
many National Awards includ-
ing "BHARAT RATNA and
DADASAHEB FALKE" AWARD,
Lata Mangeshkar has left an in-
delible imprint not only on the
minds of her fans and admirers
but on the entire FILMDOM. 

END OF A GOLDEN ERA: -
With the passing away of Lata
Ji, a golden era of a living leg-
end has come to an end.
Death is inevitable and is an
unchallengeable act of Almighty

God andeveryone who is born has to go sooner or
later, but their impeccable contributions to society
continue to live and remain embalmed in the minds
and souls of those who love and adore them.

I pay my heartfelt tributes to this unforget-
table legend on her first death anniversary through
the esteemed columns of Ambedkar Times and
Desh Doaba with prayers for peace and tranquility
of the departed soul who impacted millions world-
over with her god-gifted talents.

O. P. Balley
Founder Member 

Sri Guru Ravidass Sabha,Pittsburg (CA)
1-925-252-6085

ON HER 1st DEATH ANNIVERSARY


